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Welcome to 
the Autumn 
edition of 
the MCA6 

Newsletter
Dates For Your 
Diary

Wednesday 7th 
November 
Open Evening 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

W/C Monday 26th 
November 
• Year 13 Mock Exam 

Week
• Maths Challenge This 

Week

Tuesday 4th December
Maths Inspiration Show

Tuesday 11th December
Dance Showcase (Bury 
Road) 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 12th 
December
• Year 11 Sixth Form 

Taster Day
• Year 12/13 Winter 

Wonderland Trip

Monday 17th December
EPQ Visit

Tuesday 18th December
Carol Concert (Bury Road) 
7:00 p.m.

We welcomed well over a 
hundred students into Year 
12 this September and it has 
been a pleasure to see these 
students settle into their 
courses and wider Sixth Form 
life. 

Students joined us from a 
variety of local secondary 
schools including Iceni 
Academy and Newmarket 
Academy whilst others 
joined from much further 
afield including the north of 
England and Portugal! The 
students have been quick 
to tell me just how friendly 
MCA6 is and that they are 
encouraging their younger 
friends to join us next year.

Whilst Year 12 students have 
been settling in, our Year 
13 students have begun 
the university application 
process in earnest with over 
ten percent of the cohort 
having already sent their 

application. Our students 
are applying to a wide 
range of courses at various 
universities. Some have 
applied locally to universities 
such as UEA and Anglia 
Ruskin whilst other students 
have chosen institutions 
outside of East Anglia 
including Oxford, Durham 
University and the University 
of Nottingham. 

We wish everyone the 
best of luck with their 
applications. 

Katie Sanders-Pope
Director of Sixth Form
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We’ll teach you 
now...you can 
thank us later!

#SixthFormLife

Whiting & Partners 
celebrates its latest ACA 
qualified member of staff
 
Whiting & Partners are 
pleased to congratulate 
Jaimie Lane on completing 
the ACA qualification with 
First Intuition Cambridge. 
Jaimie  has worked in 
Corporate Services since 
joining the team at Whiting 
& Partners four years 
ago, completing her AAT 
qualification in 2016 and 
progressing on to the ACA 
qualification which she 
completed in August 2018.
 
Jaimie, now Corporate 
Audit Senior and based 
in the Bury St Edmunds 
Office, commented on her 
achievement saying,  ‘I am 
thankful to both the tutors 
at First Intuition and to my 
team at Whiting and Partners 
for their support throughout 
my studies. I am quite 

relieved to have completed 
the qualification and I look 
forward to taking on my own 
portfolio of clients.’ 
 
Jonathan Moore, Associate 
and who jointly heads up 
the Corporate Services team 
at the Bury St Edmunds 
Office commented saying, ‘I 
am thrilled that Jaimie has 
achieved her qualifications. 
She is a key member of the 
Corporate Services team 
and her recent success is no 
surprise given the abilities 
she has demonstrated since 
joining us as a trainee’. 
 
Whiting & Partners Bury St 
Edmunds Corporate Services 
team offers services to a 
wide number of businesses 
of varying size and sector and 
can be contacted on (01284) 
752313. 

Former Student Success
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A-Level Results Day

70 students took A-level 
and/or Applied General 
qualifications this year. 

The percentage of students 
achieving the higher grades 
of A*-C has increased from 
last year to 59% which is 
testament to the hard work 
of the students and the skills 
of their teachers.

Notable successes at 
A-level came from Tierney 
Mizell who achieved A in 
Media Studies, B in English 
Literature, B in History and a 
Distinction in Photography; 
Sophie Jarman who achieved 
A in Sociology, B in English 
Literature, B in History and C 
in Psychology; Connor Carter 
who achieved A in Maths, 
B in Further Maths, A in 
Physics and C in Computer 
Science, Jordan Roffe who 
achieved A in Maths, B in 
Biology and C in Chemistry. 

Of those studying Applied 
General qualifications, 
Maryna Zamichowska 
achieved a Distinction 
star/ Distinction in Double 
Health and Social Care and 
a Distinction in Business 
Studies. She aims to study 
to become a Mental Health 
Nurse at Anglia Ruskin 
University.

Every student’s 
achievements are to be 
celebrated but for some 
their results also reflect 
a remarkable ability to 
overcome adversity. Emily 
Dobbin, aged 19, whose 
father Simon was the victim 
of a terrible attack which 
left him with life changing 
injuries, has completed her 
Sixth Form courses with a 
Distinction star/Distinction 
in Double Health and Social 
Care and a merit in Applied 
Science. During her final year 

in the Sixth Form Emily’s 
family were filmed for the 
TV series DIY SOS when the 
community came together 
to refurbish the family’s 
home in Mildenhall, making 
it suitable for the long term 
care that Simon needs. Emily 
who has been caring for her 
father now aims to study 
Paramedic Science at St 
George’s University, London. 

These students like 
many others have shown 
remarkable courage and 
perseverance and their 
results are a credit to them.
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Meet the Prefects

The Prefect team at MCA6 

has many functions including 
representing our academy at 
events, being role models for 
our students and organising 
fundraising.  The prefects 
attended the recent Open 
Evening at Bury Road and 
gave tours of the academy 
answering questions about 
courses in all key stages.  
Several prefects have also 
accompanied Mrs Sanders 
Pope in events in other 
schools to promote our Sixth 
Form. 

The prefect team is run by 
Head Boy Finlay Boyle and 
Head Girl Krystal Littlechild, 
who carry out much of 
the organising behind the 
events. They are helped in 
their role by our Ambassador 
Prefects.  

Midsummer Ball 
Ambassadors Charlie Butcher 
and Daisy Hannon assist in 
organising fundraising events 
and encourage our students 
to join in with events.  The 
Wellbeing Ambassador 
Grace Howse is working 
alongside Ms Cooper to 
raise awareness of mental 
health and she will be 
assisting in the “10 minutes 
to better mental health” 
lunchtime club.  Bury Road 
Ambassador Victoria Self is 
tasked with liaising with Bury 
Road events and Charity 
Ambassador Baran Guccuk 
to make sure the Sixth Form 
chooses charities to support.  
For example, the Sixth Form 
always supports charities 
such as Children in Need and 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Stephen Clarke, Shannon 

Gaught, Madison Milner, Lily 
and Molly Parrington, Joshua 
Sulman and Fiona Torres 
complete the prefect team. 

The MCA6 prefects are 
committed to delivering 
the best Midsummer Ball 
for Year 13 that the Sixth 
Form has ever experienced. 
Throughout the year the 
Prefect team will be running 
fundraising events that 
everyone can get involved 
in, from poker nights to 
bake sales. There will also 
be music nights organised 
where students of the music 
department will perform in 
front of audiences.  

Charlie Butcher, Year 13
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On Friday 21st September 
2018, Mildenhall College 
Academy hosted our first 
ever MCA6 Festival. Mrs 
Sanders-Pope, Director of 
Sixth Form said, “The MCA6 
Festival was designed to be 
an inspirational day to raise 
the aspirations of Year 11 
students as well as giving 
both Sixth Form and Year 11 
students the opportunity to 
taste activities beyond the 
everyday curriculum.”

The highlight of the day was 
the arrival of pilots Staff 
Sergeant Stu Southall and 
Sergeant Stu Mackie from 
3 Regiment Army Air Corps, 
663 Squadron who were 
marshalled into land their 
Apache helicopter on the 
MCA6 playing field by Year 
12 student, Luca Chadwick. 
The students were then 
able to view the aircraft and 
talk with the crew about 
opportunities in the British 
Army.

Luca said, “It was a surprise 
to be asked to marshal 
the helicopter and it was 
probably the best thing I 
have ever done!”.

Prior to the arrival of the 
helicopter, our Year 11 
students were welcomed 
to the Sixth Form centre

 
with an inspirational talk 
from Ayo Awotona, a FixUp 
presenter, who challenged 
everyone to listen to what is 
being said, remember their 
‘why’ and appreciate that 
whilst revision is temporary, 
results are forever. During 
the interactive session, Ayo 
offered practical strategies 
for improving revision 
techniques that the students 
successfully trialled and 
proved to themselves that 
they could raise their game!

Year 11 students spent the 
remainder of the morning 
participating in a variety of 
workshops focused around 
the themes of living healthy 
lifestyles and developing 
skills for the future. 

MCA6 Festival
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Braking Point!

Early October saw an 
organisation called 
Performance Education 
visit our Sixth Form to 
present an energetic 
performance all about 
safety on the road.  

The themes were around 
being a safe passenger 
and not drinking and 
driving.  

Our students enjoyed 
the performance as they 
were invited to become 
involved.

Year 12 students 
reported that the 
presentation highlighted 
the safety points really 
well as it was humourous 
and emphasised the 
importance of car safety 
by using statistics and 
relevant legislation. 

Supporting the mental health 
of our students is a priority so 
we were delighted to invite 
Suffolk Wellbeing along to 
deliver a session on reducing 
anxiety and improving mental 
health. There were also 
the sessions on yoga and 
alongside a yoga and crafting 
for relaxation. During the 
other workshops students 
were able to learn some 
street dance moves with Just 
Jay, get some exercise in a 
fitness boot camp delivered 
by FTC Gym, explore student 
life with the University of 
Suffolk and learn some first 
aid skills with Naomi from 
Mini First Aid. 

The MCA6 Festival then 
culminated in an afternoon 
of fun and entertainment 
with Year 11 and Sixth Form 
students working together 
to produce their very own 
music stage, encouraging 
students to develop their 
creativity through graffiti art 
with As One Art, a cupcake 
icing competition and the 
MCA6 prefect team fundraising 
for their Midsummer Ball 
with a five a side football 
competition and fairground 
games. 

A special thanks to Fun 4 
Guests for providing us with 
a fantastic selection of giant 
games. 

Fin Boyle, Head Boy said,

“The MCA6 Festival was 
a great chance for all the 
students to have some 
fun and it also was an 
opportunity to fundraise for 
our Midsummer Ball”. 
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August
August’s Student of the 
Month was awarded to 
Chloe Glavin, Seb Wota and 
Goncalo Durate (pictured 
above) who all successfully 
passed their GCSE Maths or 
English.

“I was really surprised to 
be awarded Student of 
the Month and felt very 
proud.  I worked really hard 
completing past papers and 
working with my step dad 
who gave me help at home.  
I knew I needed to persist as 
I had gone to a presentation 
about being a paramedic at 
the University of Suffolk as 
part of my A level course in 
Health and Social Care and 
realised that this is what I 
wanted to do in the future. 

After talking to the presenter 
I was determined to pass my 
Maths as I knew I wouldn’t 
be able to do this career 
without the GCSE.  I’m now 
going to Open Days to learn 
more about my chosen 
career – it’s very exciting!”
Chloe Glavin, Year 13

September
Shannon Gaught (pictured 
below) was awarded 
Student of the Month for 
September. 

She has contributed 
to numerous musical 
performances but in 
particular she was 
instrumental in helping to 
set up and run the musical 
workshops on the Year 
11 Festival Day at MCA6. 
She unselfishly took a 
background role in playing 
for and accompanying the 
younger students and also 
in helping to organise all of 
the equipment, making sure 
everything ran smoothly. 
She also performed in the 
afternoon concert which was 
very well-received. 

October
Lois Burns (pictured above) 
was awarded Student of the 
Month for October for her 
hard work and commitment 
in GCSE English as well as in 
her Health and Social Care 
course. Lois has also been an 
ambassador for the academy 
attending the IES Breckland 
post-16 evening and sharing 
her experiences of joining 
MCA6.

Student of the Month
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The U19 netball team 
(pictured right) were  in 
action on Thursday 27th 
September 2018 in their 
area tournament playing 
some excellent games. 

A good team effort, well 
done to all involved.

Netball Tournament

Take Your Place
We are very lucky to have 
Daisy Robinson working 
closely with our students 
helping them become more 
aware of the avenues they 
can take after Sixth Form. 

Daisy is our Higher 
Education Champion and is 
employed by Network for 
East Anglian Collaborative 
Outreach (NEACO) and 
supports us in our open 
evenings by giving talks 
to parents and carers on 
various topics such as 
choosing universities and 
student finance.   

Daisy is available to help 

students on a Tuesday and 
also gives assemblies and 
workshops within our Sixth 
Form.  For example she has 
just given an assembly on E 
safety which reminded our 
students on how to keep 
safe online and the things 

they need to do to present 
themselves in a good light 
when using online apps and 
services.
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Camp America and American Adventure 

Hi! I’m Daisy and I spent 
the summer working on a 
girl scout summer camp in 
Minnesota, taking part in 
Camp America the cultural 
exchange programme for 
students over 18 years of 
age. 

I’m going to tell you a bit 
about my experience and 
what it was like living in 
America. Working on a 
summer camp was both 
exhausting and exhilarating 
all at the same time. I cared 
for children between the 
ages of 5 and 17 years old 
and provided fun activities 
including archery, canoeing, 
kayaking, lake swimming, 
high ropes and so much 
more! 

Spending 22 hours a day 
with children, gave me an 
insight into the children’s 
lives in America and what 
they do as Girl Scouts. 

We stayed in wooden cabins 
in the forest keeping an eye 
on the children. On several 
occasions we were required 
to wake the children up and 
move to storm shelters. 
Due to the humidity in 
Minnesota we experienced 
several thunderstorms with 
torrential rain, thunder 
and lightning - it was very 
different to England. 

I worked with so many 
amazing individuals from 
all over the world, including 
colleagues from: Australia, 
New Zealand, Mexico, 

Poland, Ireland, Iowa and 
California.

Girl Scouts is an amazing 
organisation which produces 
very brave, determined and 
motivated girls. 

During the evenings we 
would have campfires, play 
many games and sing songs. 
The camp I worked at was 
called Camp Shingobee 
Timbers and I received 
training so that I was 
certificated to teach a range 
of activities.  

I was able to enjoy some 
travel after finishing working 
at camp, flying from 
Minnesota to New York city 
to explore many of the sites 
in the Big Apple. 
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I visited the Empire State 
building, Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island, Grand 
Central station, Top of the 
Rock at the Rockefeller 
centre, Central Park, Times 
Square, 9/11 Memorial 
Museum, Brooklyn Bridge, 
took a speed boat ride 
around the Statue of Liberty, 
and generally explored New 
York and Brooklyn on the 
subway.

Then I took a trip in a van 
with 11 other people from 
around Eastern USA forming 
some amazing friendships 
from all over the world. We 
travelled for many miles 
at a time exploring cities 
including Philadelphia, 
Washington DC, Nashville, 
Louisville, Chicago, Detroit, 
Kentucky as well as the 
national parks in Tennessee 
and finally Niagara Falls.

The activities and sites we 
saw were extraordinary. 
Some of my highlights 
included eating a Philly 
cheese steak in Philadelphia, 
visiting the holocaust 
memorial museum in DC, 
exploring the Blue Ridge 
mountains and Great Smoky 
mountains, line dancing in 
Nashville and watching a 
White Sox baseball game in 
Detroit. 

After taking a mist boat ride 
at Niagara Falls I arrived back 
in New York for a few more 
days of exploring before 
returning to England just in 
time for Sixth Form to start 
again.

My time in America was 
very tiring, however, I saw 
so many sights and gained 
so much experience the 
tiredness was worth it. If 
you are interested in doing 

Camp America feel free to 
contact me. I will try my 
best to provide you with the 
relevant information and to 
answer any questions you 
might have. 

Daisy Hannon, Year 13

MCA6 DEDICATED SIXTH FORM CENTRE BASED 
IN MILDENHALL SUFFOLK

Open Evening
Wednesday 7th November 2018 6:30pm - 8:30pm
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Cipher 
Challenge

The Cipher Challenge is 
a national mathematics 
competition run by the 
University of Southampton 
which consists of various 
ciphers which increase in 
difficulty each week. 

The aim is to solve them 
within the time limit to score 
maximum points and place 
as high as possible on the 
national leader board. 
Each week they set two 

ciphers one of which is 
relatively straight forward 
to crack and a significantly 
more challenging cipher 
which counts towards the 
actual leader board.Last 
year we were successful at 
completing all 16 challenges 
with 15 completed within 
the initial time limit and 
thereby scoring us maximum 
points. 

The final challenge took us 
longer, but we were able to 
solve it and were placed 13th 
nationally which was a great 
success.

To solve the problems, 
last year we made use of 
statistical techniques such 
as the index of coincidence 
which identifies the key 
length of a cipher and the 
chi-squared test which 
we used to compare the 
character distribution of the

text to the English language. 
This enabled us to automate 
some of the process and 
allow a bespoke computer 
program written by ourselves 
to solve the ciphers for us 
efficiently.  

We are hoping that last 
years’ experience will make 
us even more competitive 
this year!

This challenge is a great 
opportunity for both 
maths and computer 
science students who are 
interested in learning how 
to approach challenging 
problems and is suitable 
for any level of experience 
with programming.  If you 
are interested come to Mrs 
Smith’s room Thursday after 
school or contact Fin Boyle 
who is leading the group. 

Finlay Boyle, Year 13

How to Help your 
Son/Daughter
Each year the staff at MCA6 

offer evening events to help 
students and their parents 
understand the world of 
Sixth Form.  The first event 
we held this year was about 
supporting our new sixth 
form students as they begin 
their journey through Key 
Stage 5.  The evening was 
hosted by our Director of 

Sixth Form and began with 
Daisy Robinson giving a great 
talk about why it’s important 
to have aspirations for 
the future.  This might 
be going to university or 
gaining employment or 
an apprenticeship . She 
emphasised that it’s never 
too early to start thinking 
about goals for the future.  
After this introduction 
there were two workshops 
that parents and students 
attended.  Ms Cooper gave 

one on Stress Management 
and asked the audience 
to complete several short 
activities that can help 
students feel less stressed 
and overwhelmed.  The 
second workshop was about 
UCAS and was given by 
Daisy, our NEACO champion.  
We had a large audience and 
were really pleased to see so 
many parents and students 
enjoy the evening. 
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Yopey Befriender Scheme

Following last years 
successful introduction of 
befriending to our Sixth 
Form, Tony Gearing came 
to present an introductory 
assembly to our new Year 
12s. 

We are partnering 
Mabbs Hall this year and 
Chloe Glavin, Year 13, 
commented;

“ I visited Mabbs Hall last 
week and was made to feel 
really welcome by the new 
manager Angela.  I was very
excited as I knew I was the 
first student to go to this 
residential home.  I joined 
the scheme as I thought it 

was a great opportunity to 
build my confidence and it 
is interesting to see how the 
residents enjoy life in the 
care home.  

I am going to visit once a 
week for an hour and part 
of the scheme is to record 
my visits on the Yopey 
website.  One activity I 
would like to do is help put 
together some memory 
boxes for the residents.  
It’s very good experience 
for me as I want to work 
in health and social care 
and my goal is to be a 
paramedic.”

Another Year 13 student, 
Chloe Barnes, is also hoping 
to begin soon.  

She has decided to become  
a befriender as she already 
works in a care home and 
would like to widen her
knowledge and experience. 

“I love my 
part time job working with 
older people and already 
know the challenges that 
this type of work can bring.  
I am looking forward to 
visiting another residential 
home and being a ‘friend’ 
to a person with dementia”

Look out for regular updates 
as our new befrienders start 
to visit in the future. If you 
visit our new Sixth Form 
website you can watch a 
short interview with one of 
our befrienders from last 
year.          

http://mca6.attrust.org.uk/
life-at-mca6/enrichment/
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We would like to wish 
the best of luck to those 
students who started 
University in September.

Many Year 13 students 
have already got their 
UCAS applications sent off 
in preparation for starting 
University next year. There is 
still time if you have not sent 
yours yet.

Please speak to your mentor  
or Mrs Sanders-Pope if you 
require assistance with your 
application.

UCAS Applications



   Autumn 2018 |  15

Staying 
Organised at 
MCA6

Good time management is 
an essential part of being 
at Sixth Form because the 
workload is significantly more 
than doing GCSEs. 

Finding time to revise 
whilst balancing homework 
with time to relax can be a 
challenge which can lead 
to being behind on work 
and stress. With good time 
management you can avoid 
these issues. 

Fin Boyle and Ms 
Cooper presented a time 
management assembly in 

October and good time 
management was the 
mentoring topic of that week. 
Our students will hopefully 
see that using technology to 
effectively manage their time 
is a great way to succeed. 

Fin explains why:
“For example, using Google 
Calendars can be a great 
way to plan because you can 
design a routine for each 
week and even if you don’t 
stick to it consistently it can 
still be a great reminder 
that you have some work 
that needs doing. This can 
be used on both iOS and 
Android phones because it 
will sync with your calendar 
app. Alternatively, you could 
use programs such as Word 
to plan out your time in a 

table which helps manage 
your revision so that you are 
not cramming before exams.

It is also important to keep 
track of homework which 
needs completing.

Personally, I use the notes 
app on my phone because 
it allows me to have a 
checklist of homework which 
I can mark off once I’ve 
completed it. Alternatively, 
using reminders on your 
phone can be a useful tool 
because they can ensure 
that you have completed 
your homework before the 
lessons so that you do not 
miss important deadlines 
and get overwhelmed with 
homework.”

Milkround 
Accessing Accountancy 
Workshop 

On Wednesday 17th 
November 2018 we 
welcomed Oliver from 
Milkround. 

Oliver came in to speak with 
us about apprenticeships in 
accountancy. Throughout 
the workshop we learnt 
about a variety of the key 
skills that employers are 
looking for and the different 
ways of accessing a career in 
accountancy. Additionally, we 
looked at the different 

sections of accounting and 
the wider prospects we 
could have in an accountancy 
career. Overall we found 
Oliver to be very informative 
and helpful opening our eyes 
to look at future possibilities. 
At the end of the workshop 
Oliver provided us with a link 
to a competition being 

run by Milkround with 
prizes including a tour of the 
House Of Lords and a variety 
of opportunities to meet 
important people in the 
accounting industry. 

Lucy King, Rosalind Ramos, 
Charlotte Cook
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