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Welcome to 
the Summer 
edition of 
the MCA6 

Newsletter

Dates For Your 
Diary

Thursday 16th August 
2018 - 10:00 a.m.
A Level / Applied General 
Results Day

Thursday 23rd August 
2018 - 9:30 a.m.
GCSE Results Day

Friday 24th August 2018 
-  Year 12 Enrolment (for 
students joining MCA 
from other schools)

Thursday 6th September 
2018 - Year 12 Enrolment 
(for current MCA 
students)

Friday 7th September 
2018 - Year 13 Enrolment 
Day

Monday 10th 
September 2018 - 
Sixth Form lessons begin

Tuesday 13th November 
2018 - 
Year 12 Parents’ Evening

It was a pleasure to welcome 
our new Year 12 students 
for their induction day at 
MCA6 on the 3rd July 2018. 
The students experienced 
their choosen subjects with 
specialist teachers, a delicious 
lunch and sessions focused on 
enrichment opportunities and 
thinking ahead to university.

The students thoroughly 
enjoyed their day and were 
frequently heard thanking the 
teachers for the lessons they 
had attended.

Enrolment for students joining  
Mildenhall College Academy 
for the first time is on Friday 
24th August 2018 whilst 
enrolment for current MCA 
Year 11 students transferring 
to MCA6 is on Thursday 6th 
September 2018.

Enrolment for students 
moving into Year 13 is Friday 
7th September 2018.

We look forward to seeing 
you there!

Katie Sanders-Pope
Director of Sixth Form
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Film Day

On Thursday 5th July 
2018 the Media Studies 
team held a Film Day at 
MCA6 whereby Year 11 
students were able to 
learn how to create their 
own short film using
professional techniques.

The students created 
some fabulous films using 
suspense techniques 
which made us all jump!

On the 5th of June, myself, 
Charlotte and Lauren 
attended a talk by Misha 
Glenny at The Apex in Bury St 
Edmunds. 

Glenny is a British journalist 
whose work on organised 
crime and internet hacking 
will prove useful in our 
second year of studying 
Sociology and Criminology.

He began his talk with an 
insightful look into how he 
became interested in the 
world of organised crime 
and how this interest pushed 
him into writing the book 
‘McMafia’, which later was 
developed into a hit BBC 
crime drama. 

Glenny began the night 
by discussing his work in 
researching organised crime 
in Russia, Brazil and Japan. 
He illustrated his stories with 
pictures and movies clips. 

After a short break, Glenny 
came back on stage for a 
brief question and answer 
session which allowed 
audience members to 
ask thought-provoking 
questions giving us a clearer 
understanding of Glenny’s 
opinions on current affairs. 

Mr Smith had this to say 
about the experience, 
“I enjoyed watching the 
McMafia series on television 
so was interested to meet the 
creator behind the series. I 
especially enjoyed his stories 
of organised crime in Brazil as 
I have visited there twice in 
2011 and could relate to his 
stories about Favela crime.” 

By Molly Thompson, 
Charlotte Carter and Lauren 
Beckett

Students Meet Crime Writer
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I was recently invited to 
take part in the AFC Sudbury 
football tour to Temecula, 
California as part of my 
role as a young referee 
in the area. I learnt a lot 
from the experience and it 
was interesting to see the 
difference in the sport in 
other regions of the world.  

Working with people from 
different backgrounds 

and nationalities was one 
that was challenging but 
enjoyable. 

Whilst in California, I 
developed my game 
substantially. They have 
different rules in their game, 
such as the ‘no heading’ 
rule at U11 football. This 
idea was a new concept to 
the game and one which 
the US referees assumed we 
would know. This rule was 
brought into action due to 
a Lawsuit against US Soccer 
following a head injury that a 
parent believed was caused 
by heading the football at a 
young age.  

Whilst there I not only 
developed my skills as a 

referee but also socially 
as I was challenged by 
the different cultures, age 
differences and language 
barriers between myself and 
other officials who had come 
from countries like Mexico 
and Columbia.  

Stephen Clarke

Stephen Clarke- Young Referee

Yopey Befrienders
Our Sixth Form have been
volunteering as befrienders
through the YOPEY scheme.
Ellie Pope and Caitlyn Stirges
had a lovely surprise when 
they were awarded free gym
memberships to the 
Mildenhall Gym for a year! 

The students have really 
enjoyed their visits to 
Mildenhall Lodge especially 
the times where they have 
participated in gardening 
and crafts. 

Ms Cooper was also 
surprised by her reward as 
the teacher who coordinates 
the programme.
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Work Experience

During my work 
experience week 
I attended clinical 
shadowing at both West 
Suffolk Hospital and 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
providing me with insight 
into the medical field. 
Attending ward rounds 
and patient consultations 
taught me of the 
hardships of the life of 
a doctor, but also how 
rewarding it is to be able 
to treat and ultimately 
discharge a patient. 

Communication is one 
of the most important 
skills in this field as you 
need to be able to build a 
trusting relationship with 
the patient and make 
them feel comfortable. 

Overall, the experience 
has given me the insight I 
needed into the medical 
career, and has helped 
me to decide that I would 
want to be a part of the 
care for these patients 
via medical research. 

Kerri Southgate

On Thursday 14th June 
2018 Dr Rosemary Norton 
a pharmacy lecturer from 
the University of East Anglia 
completed a workshop with 
MCA6 Chemistry students. 
The workshop helped us to 
understand the importance 
of pharmacy as well as 
highlighting pharmacy as a 
potential career path. 

During the workshop, which 
focused on asthma. We 
explored the structures of 
similar drugs, highlighting 
how slight variations 
completely change their uses. 

We worked out our forced 

expiration capacities and 
we also looked at what 
treatment would be 
most suitable for specific 
environments. This was only 
a taster of what pharmacists 
do on a daily basis.

Not only did this experience 
open up opportunities 
for students who perhaps 
weren’t aware of the career 
paths pharmacy can lead to, 
it also allowed students who 
were already interested in 
this field of work, like myself, 
to gain more information 
about the course. 

Molly Parrington

Year 12 Asthma Workshop
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On Wednesday 18th April 
2018 we had the opportunity 
to work with Sophie Rice 
from Future First and two 
former students, Karen and 
Carolyn, to help us think 
about going to university and 
the things that we can do to 

help us make the transition 
go well. The session was 
really useful and we were 
offered lots of great advice.

“I worry about managing my 
finances whilst at university 
but talking to an ex-student 

helped me realise it may be 
easier than I thought!” 
Lottie Tweed

“Attending the session was 
very useful as it helped me 
to understand what
university is like from the 
perspective of a student.” 
Kyra Mooney

“Talking to past students 
helped me look forward to 
university rather than feeling 
doubtful about leaving my 
parents and being 
self-sufficient.”
Maryna Zamichowska

Future First

The Transition 
from Year 11 
to Year 12
To begin with the transition 
from Year 11 to Year 12 is 
truly a big step. There are 
lots of changes from lower 
school that take some getting 
used to. Changes include 
things such as greater 
freedom, smaller class sizes 
but most importantly the 
level of independence. 

During your time at Sixth 
Form you will get times 
where you do not have a 
scheduled lesson, these 
are called  ‘study periods’. 
The amount of study 

periods depends on your 
timetable so for instance, 
as a current Year 12 student 
I have a study period all of 
Friday. This creates a huge 
opportunity to catch up 
on the homework I receive 
during the week, some 
revision and occasionally 
I get the opportunity to 
socialise with my friends. 

The class sizes can vary 
dramatically. The impact on 
smaller class sizes in Year 12 
was certainly an advantage 
for my concentration in 
lessons; this is mainly due to 
the closer relationships that 
the student and the teacher 
can build which is supported 
and reinforced by the regular 
mentor sessions which are 

compulsory for all students 
to attend. 

The independence you 
experience in Year 12 creates 
the maturity and capability 
of being able to do your 
work during lessons or in 
your study periods. 

Overall, everything I have 
committed to in Year 12 is 
worthwhile. The support 
from teachers, regular 
mentor sessions and 
the atmosphere of Sixth 
Form, will far exceed your 
expectations.

By Melda Karatas, Year 12
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We have a very talented 
set of Sixth Form students 
who amaze us with their 
creativity, motivation and 
drive!

To recognise these students 
our Director of Sixth Form
has initiated a Student of the 
Month award. Recent awards
went to Finlay Boyle for his 
part in the cipher challenge,
Emily Dobbin who gained a 
coveted place to study
Paramedic Science at St 
Georges University and
Krystal Littlechild who 
recently won a national 
competition for a film 
review. 

April saw the turn of Holly 
McClenaghan. Holly is going 
on from MCA6 to study 
Creative Artistry at ACM 
Guildford.

“I have begun to write songs 
outside of my studies and I 
decided to gather a
selection of my original 
songs and release them as 
an EP. My studies in A Level 
Music Technology have 
taught me how to mix and 
master a track so I started 
recording my own music. 

I registered with a music 
distributor and chose the 
genre alternative and folk.”

You can follow Holly on 

Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter using #hollyrouge for 
weekly updates and links to 
her music.

Maya Szidat-Barton was 
awarded the MCA6 Student 
of the Month award for May. 

Her final piece in art was 
thought provoking and 

ambitious as she utilised
a range of artist techniques. 
Maya also won the Year 13 
award at our Art Exhibition. 

Well done Maya!

Star Students
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Midsummer Ball - Class of 2018

The MCA6 Midsummer Ball was held 
at Granary Barns, Newmarket this 
year, a beautiful venue matched by a 
beautiful group of students.

The staff and students enjoyed a 
delicious three course meal followed 
by speeches and awards... and then 
dancing!

A fantastic night was had by all.
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Art Exhibition

On Thursday 28th June 2018 
we held an art exhibition to 
celebrate the achievements 
of our Art & Design 
students. The exhibition 
showcased a range of works 
from BTEC Sixth Form and
GCSE Year 11 students.

The evening was well 
attended by family and 
friends who enjoyed the 
unique chance to view the 
students’ creations. 

This was an opportunity 
for our students to gain 
valuable experience of 
curating and displaying art 
works for a new audience 
which is a vital skill when 
moving on to further 
education. 

During the evening, awards 
were presented to students 

who had shown consistent 
commitment to their 
studies.

Awards were presented to: 

Alice Hitchin (Year 11)
Sarah-Jane Machin (Year 12)  
Maya Szidat-Barton (Year 13)
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Former Student 
Visits MCA6

One of the pleasures of 
teaching is hearing from 
former students. 

Megan Harris left MCA6 last 
year and has gone on to read 
English Literature at Anglia 
Ruskin University. We asked 
her to tell us about her first 
semester and how her A 
level courses prepared her 
for university.

“I’m into my second 
semester now and I’m 
enjoying my lectures and 
seminars and have met some 
really nice people around the 
campus. It’s hard work but 
I’m learning so much!

Thinking back over my 
first semester I was so 
well prepared because 
of the things I learnt at 
MCA6.  I learnt some really 
hard lessons as I failed my 
Psychology A/S and had to 
complete a whole A level in a 
year in order to have enough 
UCAS points to apply to 
university.  My perseverance 
and resilience were tested 
many times but I found my 
teachers were supportive 
and motivational and they 
never let me give up even 
when things were really 
tough.  I never felt I was on 
my own at MCA6 and always 
felt supported as my main 

teacher was considerate of 
what was going on outside 
college but kept pushing 
me to do my best.  We 
could have a laugh (and cry 
at times!) and spent many 
hours working together! This 
teacher believed in me and 
made me believe in myself  
- at times I didn’t want to 
finish my A levels let alone 
go to university but she 
always encouraged me and 
now I am glad that I did as I 
love it!  

I learnt study skills and 
time management during 
my A levels which have 
really helped me submit 
my university assignments 
on time – even when I’ve 
had trouble with the online 
submission system. Because 
I’d factored in some ‘wiggle 
room’, I still got my work in 
by the deadline.  The texts 
I did in A level English were 
used in my first semester and 
so this helped me survive 
the lectures and seminars. 
I even had my first exam on 
Paradise Lost! 

One thing I would
recommend is that students 
learn Harvard 
Referencing 
before 
they go to 
university as 
it takes a lot of 
time and knowing 
how to use it is 
key to not 

getting frustrated. I also 
think that you should do 
what is best for you and your 
future - not just 
do things that your friends 
do. 

Finally, you may think your 
A level subjects are not 
relevant to your choice at 
university.  However, my 
Distinction Distinction in 
Health and Social Care was 
the reason I got my place to 
study English Literature and 
even though my offer was 
for C at English (I got an E) I 
was still accepted because 
of my other grades.  Because 
of the support I received I 
am now studying something 
I feel passionate about and 
am really focused on my 
future….”

Former Student: Megan Harris



   Summer 2018 |  11

On the 20th of June 
2018, the Year 12 Sixth 
Form students were lucky 
enough to attend the 
UCAS University Fair in 
Newmarket. This was an 
excellent opportunity to see 
many universities in the UK 
as well as in other countries. 
I, along with many others, 
found this trip a particularly 
useful experience as it 
helped open my mind to 
many different universities 
I may not have considered 
before. 

This trip was especially 
important to many of the 
students as it helped narrow 
down the universities which 

would best be suited to 
them.

The next day, on the 21st of 
June 2018, we visited the 
University of Hertfordshire. 
The journey started with 
a visit to the Creative Arts 
Section of the campus. 
We watched a selection of 
short films produced by the 
students of Hertfordshire 
which gave us an insight into 
a variety of creative courses 
that could be offered to us 
in the next year. These films 
enlightened the students as 
they could visualise what 
could be achieved when 
going to Hertfordshire. They 
also kindly proceeded to give 
the students a newspaper on 
the creative arts which was 
based on the yearly activities 
achieved by the students, 
graduates and staff members 
of Hertfordshire.

We were then guided 
on a tour of the campus 
which showed off its 
accommodation, lecture 
rooms and its extensive 
library. The tour guide was 

very helpful with answering 
all the questions the 
students had while giving 
out lots of information and 
facts about the campus. 
After the tour, we enjoyed 
a presentation about the 
university in which we 
learned so much more about 
life at Hertfordshire. 

We were also lucky enough 
to be given a talk on UCAS 
applications which was 
rather helpful for most 
students who were unsure 
of how to apply and what to 
look for when applying. 

All in all, the two trips 
to Newmarket and 
Hertfordshire were very 
beneficial for the students at 
MCA6 as it helped broaden 
the horizon of many and 
gave us the opportunity 
to get answers to many 
of our questions. Overall, 
these trips were an amazing 
opportunity and proved 
beneficial. 

Shannon Gaught

UCAS Fair
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