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22 Welcome

MCA6

Mildenhall College 
Academy Sixth Form 
part of the Academy 
Transformation Trust.

“Students have high aspirations and 
they speak with passion about how much 
they appreciate the work of the sixth form 
leader and of their teachers and mentors, 
many of whom offer academic support 
outside of normal lesson times. Attendance 
is high. Students feel safe, secure and well 
cared for. ……….Students are clear that 
the sixth form prepares them well for life as 
independent adults.” OFSTED March 2015 

We look forward to helping you make 
the next step towards a successful 

future.

If you are unable to visit the 
Information Evening, please feel free 

to phone or email to arrange a visit to 
talk about the opportunities available 
at MCA6.

Thank you for your interest in 
MCA6. We know that you will be 

excited to see the world of possibilities 
that our Sixth Form can offer you.

Do come and visit us on our 
Information Evening. This will take 
place on Wednesday 1st November 
from 6.30pm – 8.45pm.
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MCA6 is a unique Sixth Form environment. Situated a mile 
from the main school site, our Post-16 students have the space 
to develop into independent young adults as well as the security 
and support expected from a traditional school Sixth Form. 

Our Level 2 provision is a one year course that has been designed 
to provide students with the opportunity to develop their skills, 
learn new subjects and prepare for their next step. The pathways 
on offer are the Social Sciences, Sport Studies, Food Science, 
Business and IT, Creative Media and Health Sciences. Students 
will select a pathway that matches their own interests and study 
this full time. For those students who are yet to achieve a 4 
in GCSE Maths and English, there will be the opportunity to 
continue studying these core subjects. 

MCA6 boasts all the facilities a modern educational establishment 
should, a Mac suite for the Creative Media students as well as a further six dedicated computer 
rooms that all students will have access to. In addition, we have a food science kitchen, a dance 
studio, a music suite, two fully equipped science labs, and a variety of art rooms and all our Level 
2 students will have access to the appropriate rooms for their specialist pathways. With a well-
resourced library as well, MCA6 offers a great space for all our students to study. 

The Sixth Form years are important stepping stones from childhood to adulthood; consequently as 
a academy community we offer a rounded experience that supports students in this transition.  Our 
Level 2 students are encouraged to participate in work experience to further develop their skills 
and understanding of the world of work as well as having the opportunity to join in all of MCA6’s 
extracurricular clubs and activities. Our students thrive in this new environment which supports 
them as they grow into young adults who are ready for the world so come along to our Information 
Evening on the 1st November 2017 to discover MCA6 for yourself!

Mrs K Sanders-Pope
Director of Sixth Form, Assistant Principal
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44 Life as a Sixth Form Student

As an MCA6 student you will have chosen 
to be a part of our vibrant and supportive Sixth 
Form community. This means you will have set out 
on an individual pathway of study that will develop 
your self-reliance and independence.

MCA6 is an open-access Sixth Form that offers 
both Level 2 and Level 3 courses. Students are 
encouraged to apply for the course that best meets 
their needs and interests and their choices will be 
discussed as part of the interview process. Final 
course decisions will be made in conjunction with 
the student and their parents following the GCSE 
results day in August 2018. 

Sixth Form students work hard and are able to take 
full advantage of the expertise and commitment of 
our teachers. We are able to provide high quality 
teaching within excellent study facilities. Whatever 
your chosen pathway, you will work collaboratively 
with your teachers in a welcoming atmosphere and 
be encouraged to reach your goals. 

MCA6 Sixth Form offers you the chance to develop 
skills by encouraging students to become mentors 
to students in the lower years or to take on 
responsibilities as members of the academy’s 
student representative bodies, this could include 
becoming a Sixth Form Prefect. Other students use 
their talents to get involved as Sports Leaders in the 
main academy and the local primary schools. 

Sixth Form life is fun! Whether you take part in 
foreign travel, salsa dancing, dramatic and musical 
performances or the summer ball there is every 

chance you will enjoy your time at MCA6.

“When not in lessons, mentoring or 
other scheduled activities many students 
work in offices that they have been given 
ownership of, making good use of their time 
in doing so. This is contributing to accelerated 
progress in many subject areas as well as a love 
of learning.” 

OFSTED March 2015 



55Support and Guidance

At MCA6, all our students have a mentor who 
they meet weekly.  Mentors review the students’ 
academic achievements, set targets to support 
progression and discuss wider, relevant issues.

We also offer support as you decide on your 
future plan including higher education visits, 
careers appointments and work experience.

Whatever you choose to do after your Sixth 
Form experience, our knowledgeable staff will 
guide you through the university application 
process, and offer advice and guidance on 
employment, apprenticeships and other educational 
opportunities.

To help overcome financial barriers to participation 
in post 16 education the government has set up 
the 16-19 Bursary Fund. Please see the academy 
website for eligibility criteria and how to apply.

“The mentoring programme has helped 
students to develop their study skills and to 
prioritise their time. The impact of this is evident 
in the maturity with which students manage 
their learning and make use of independent 
learning time.” 

OFSTED March 2015 
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Sixth Form life is more than just the subjects that 
you study. At MCA6 we aim for all students to have the 
opportunity to engage in a variety of enrichment and extra-
curricular activities. We want students to take ownership 
of their Sixth Form and to develop their leadership skills by 
organising many of these activities for themselves. We place 
great importance on the leadership role of Sixth Formers 
which is encouraged through their role in the lower school 
community, the Sixth Form itself and in the local community. 
Students can apply to represent the academy as Prefects, 
a role which is highly valued by staff and students.  As part 
of the Prefect team, students develop their leadership skills 
through the organisation of a range of events including our 
Midsummer Ball. 

Sixth Form students participate in a range of enrichment 
activities including our Mindfulness club, Film club and 
academy sports teams. Beyond the academy, students 

are encouraged to participate in activities related to their 
own interests. One such project was the lessons from 

Auschwitz project which saw two students work 
alongside a Holocaust survivor to understand what 
happens if prejudice and racism become normalised in 
society.

All Year 12 students undertake a work experience placement 
related to their studies during the summer.  Students are 
supported in finding an appropriate placement for the week 
and given guidance on how to approach the world of work. 

Year 12 students also attend a Higher Education fair to 
explore university options as well as higher apprenticeships 
as part of their preparation for life beyond Sixth Form. Many 
subjects offer students the chance to visit universities as part 
of their course.

6 Enrichment



77Countdown to Sixth Form

Taster Day:
All students that have applied to MCA6 will be invited to 
a taster day on Wednesday 13th December so they can 
experience life as a MCA6 student. 

Sixth Form Team interviews: 
All prospective MCA6 students, are interviewed by a 
member of the academy’s leadership team or a specialist 
Sixth Form teacher to discuss their plans for post 16 
education.

Induction Day: 
On July 3rd 2018 all students will be invited back to MCA6 
to be inducted into Sixth Form.

Results Day in August: 
Members of the academy’s leadership team will be available 
to offer advice and guidance following the all-important 
results. 

Enrolment Day:
Students will be invited to attend our Enrolment Day at 
the start of September to finalise subject choices prior to 
commencing their Sixth Form studies.
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Offered for September 2018

Subject Page

Business and IT 9

Creative Media 10

Health Science 11

Food Science 12

Social Sciences 13

Sport Studies 14

8 Pathways

Students following the Level 2 course will select a pathway which matches their interests and career 
aspirations. Each pathway is a full time course and students will study a range of topics within the pathway as they 
broaden their knowledge and understanding of their specialist subject area. 

For those students who have not previously achieved a grade 4 in English and Maths, there will be the requirement 
to continue studying these core subjects as part of the student’s personalised curriculum. 



99Business and IT

The Business and IT pathway is designed to provide 
students with the fundamental skills required to 
work within the Business world today. Students will 
study a range of modules including understanding 
the principles of working within the service sector, 
understanding consumer expectations, using social 
media in the workplace and how to provide appropriate 
administrative support. The units will be delivered using 
real life business scenarios to aid student understanding.

The IT element of this Level 2 pathway will teach 
students appropriate IT user skills including how to be 
a responsible user of a range of types of technology 
so they are ready for employment in 21st century 
businesses. Students will study a range of modules 
which could include effective communication in the IT 
industry, IT support, installing computer software and 
IT security.

Throughout the course, students will have the opportunity 
to develop their team working skills through structured 
business related activities. In addition, students will be 
supported as they learn to research, plan and execute 
projects independently. 

Students following the Business and IT pathway will 
be encouraged to participate in work experience and 
the academy’s links with local employers will support 
students to choose appropriate employment for these 
placements. Students who successfully complete this 
pathway could move on to relevant level 3 courses, 
apprenticeships or employment.
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The media industry is a signifi cant employer 
in our modern society and this exciting pathway 
is designed to provide students with a wide ranging 
experience of the sector. Students will have the 
opportunity to learn about the theoretical side of the 
media industry before applying their knowledge to 
the creation of media products for example television 
advertisements, music videos and animation. 
Furthermore, for students whose interest lie in 
performance there will be opportunities to develop a 
range of performance skills including acting, dance and 
singing as part of producing their own media products. 

This Level 2 course will encourage students to develop 
their team working skills as students will need to work 
together to create their media product. They will also 
develop their independence as students will need 

to take responsibility for their own element of the 

production. Following each completed unit, 
students will be encouraged to refl ect on their 
learning and set targets to further improve their work. 

During the course students will be able to attend talks 
from media professionals who visit the academy to 
share their experiences of working within the media 
industry. Furthermore, students will be encouraged to 
become active members of MCA6’s Film Club so they 
can experience and discuss media products with other 
interested students. 

Students following the Creative Media pathway will 
have access to all of the specialist facilities at MCA6 
including the Mac Suite, art rooms, Music suite and 
dance studio to enable all students to produce work of 
the highest standard using professional equipment. 

10 Creative Media



1111Health Sciences 

The Health Sciences pathway is designed to enable 
students to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of health related science and the wider role of the health 
and social care sector. 

This pathway will enable students to learn about 
individual need and rights, how to maintain a safe 
environment and effective communication. Each topic 
will be taught using real life scenarios that are based 
on specific client groups that interest the students who 
have selected the course, these clients groups could 
include: young children or older people.

The science component of this pathway will provide 
students with the opportunity to develop their 
fundamental understanding of the core scientific 
themes including DNA, human health and the impact 
of the environment on people. Students will have the 

opportunity to learn through practical research as well 
as theoretical work. 

Students who choose to follow the Health Science 
pathway will develop many transferable skills and an 
understanding of a variety of care settings, job roles and 
the values of the health and social care sector. 

The academy’s links to local health and social care 
providers, including nurseries, will enable students to 
gain work experience placements within appropriate 
employment where they will be able to develop their 
skills. Students will also be able to attend talks from a 
range of healthcare professionals who visit the academy 
to share their experiences of work. Furthermore, students 
will have the opportunity to visit universities to explore 
the career routes available in Health Science.



1212 Food Science

The science component of this pathway will 
provide students with the opportunity to develop 
their fundamental understanding of the core scientific 
themes including human health and the impact of the 
environment on people. This predominantly coursework 
assessed pathway will enable students to progress onto 
a range of level 3 courses. 

Outside of lessons, students following the Food Science 
pathway will be encouraged to participate in relevant 
work experience to build on the skills they have 
acquired. The academy has links with a range of local 
employers and students will be supported in finding 
appropriate work experience placements. 

The Food Science pathway is a route especially 
for those students with an interest in the science 
behind food and nutrition as well as the skills associated 
with catering and food production. Throughout this 
course students will have the opportunity to develop 
their practical food preparation skills alongside their 
theoretical knowledge. 

Students studying this Level 2 pathway will have 
compulsory units of safe and hygienic working as well 
as food safety before completing a range of modules 
designed to develop their food production skills. Their 
personalised curriculum will ensure students are able to 
progress as cooks throughout the course. Modules might 
include producing basic bread and dough products, hot 
sauces and meat dishes furthermore students will have 
the opportunity to work as a team and develop their 

wider skill set as required by the food and hospitality 
industry. 



1313Social Sciences 

Our Social Sciences pathway is a unique course which will 
teach students the fundamental principles of sociology, 
psychology, criminology and citizenship. This pathway 
is ideal for students who have a keen interest in human 
behaviour and the society in which they live. Students 
should be keen to read the news and stay up to date 
with current events. 

The psychology element of the Social Sciences 
pathway will help students explore the key theories that 
explain human behaviour as well as learning to apply 
psychological concepts to real life issues. One topic 
students will learn about is cognitive development and 
how the family influences a child’s ability to think and 
reason. 

As part of the criminology component, students will 
learn about the criminal justice system and how an 

individual’s identity can impact on their experiences 
within this system. Students will look at real life crimes 
to understand how genetics, psychology and life 
experiences impact upon individual criminals and their 
victims as well as exploring how we can reduce crime in 
our own community.

As part of this Level 2 pathway students may have the 
opportunity to visit a court and witness first hand a trial 
in progress as well as visiting universities to explore 
routes available in the Social Sciences. Students who 
successfully complete this pathway could move on to 
relevant level 3 courses, apprenticeships or employment. 
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The Sport Studies pathway is a brilliant 
opportunity for students with a keen interest in 
sport, fitness and exercise to develop their theoretical 
knowledge and practical skills. As a predominantly 
coursework based pathway, students will have the time 
to develop their study skills whilst focusing on a subject 
that interests them. 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding 
of human anatomy and physiology whilst learning new 
areas such as sports psychology and performance 
related fitness. The modules covered will be delivered 
using appropriate real life scenarios to enable students 
to understand the relevance of theoretical knowledge 
within the Sport and Exercise industry. Furthermore, as 
the majority of the course will be internally assessed and 
students will be able to draw on their own experiences 

of sport and exercise and will be encouraged to 

14 Sport Studies

apply their understanding to their favourite 
sports.  

As part of the Sport Studies pathway, students will 
have the chance to visit sport and exercise facilities, 
talk to professionals from the industry and will be 
able to participate in relevant work experience. These 
opportunities will be embedded in the curriculum and 
will support students in developing their knowledge, 
understanding and skills ready to progress to the next 
phrase of their education. 
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Telephone: 01638 714645
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Follow us on Twitter @MCA_Six
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